
 

 PLAIN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES Regular 

  
 2600 Easton St. NE            Page 1 of 2 
 Canton, OH  44721  April 17,            14 

SPECIAL MEETING 
OPENING: The special meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by President 

Scott Haws. It was recessed to allow time for some City of Canton 
Officials to arrive. At 6:14 the meeting reconvened and Mr. Haws 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ATTENDANCE: 
 Louis Giavasis, Albert Leno, II, Scott Haws, Eric Williams, Lisa 

Campbell, Denny Faulk, and Anthony Flex from Plain Township. 
Samuel Sliman, Jason Reese, Fonda Williams, Frank Morris, Bill 
Smuckler, and John Mariol from the City of Canton. Media present:  
Robert Wang, The Canton Repository.  

AGENDA:  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 1. MEDA Agreement 
  Copies of the MEDA Agreement were presented to the members 

present. 
PUBLIC SPEAKS: 
  No one was present to speak in opposition or in favor of the 

agreement. Mr. Sliman mentioned that when the City of Canton 
entered into the same type of agreement with Jackson Township 
that there was no one in opposition to it at the meeting either. 

COMMENTS FROM BOARD OF TRUSTEES/ CANTON CITY OFFICIALS: 
  Mr. Giavasis asked Eric to point out some of the highlights of 

the agreement. Eric explained that this was a four-way 
agreement that turned into a two-way agreement when North 
Canton backed out because Jackson Township already has a 
MEDA with the City of Canton. This agreement is expanded 
from the original one in that it includes areas to the North and 
not just the Whipple corridor. This will allow the township to 
utilize some resources the City has available to attract 
businesses. He explained that the township already provides the 
services and will continue to do so, but hopefully the new 
businesses will bring tax dollars which can be split between the 
township and the City of Canton.  
Mr. haws asked Mr. Sliman to talk about some of the tools the 
City has to offer the township. Sam explained that the City of 
Canton has a plentiful, safe supply of water and the capacity to 
produce 92 million gallons a day. Currently it does about 30 
million a day. It also has an economic development team of 
about 20 employees that show properties in the City of Canton, 
Jackson Township, and now Plain Township to prospective 
businesses. This is done at currently zoned commercial areas. 
He explained that there is also the 2% income tax that can be 
split with the township when a business moves into the 
township.  
Mr. Williams then explained the process would be to call a 
trustee, law director, or other designated party of the township 
before a business was approached about a location. 
Mr. Smuckler said in 2008 when they passed the agreement 
with Jackson Township every council member sponsored it and 
voted for it. He hopes that happens here and quickly. He said 
annexation is necessary sometimes, but that it is becoming a 
thing of the past. Its time to work together and not antagonistic 
with the townships. 
Mr. Morris said council will move aggressively to pass this. All 
of us have limited resources and annexation would spread us 
out further. He is disappointed that North Canton pulled out of 
the agreement, but is looking forward to growth and showing 
that government does work and governments can work 
together.  

  Mr. Williams added that when he said there was a 20 member 
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economic development team that includes council members 
who are involved in bringing business to the area. 
Mr. Mariol said he concurs 100% with what has been said 
tonight and that this regional mindset is good for Stark County.  
Mr. Haws mentioned that a resident e-mailed him with a 
concern that they might have to pay city income taxes. He 
explained that is not the case and was never part of the 
discussions or purpose. Only new businesses in this area would 
pay income tax to the city. 
Mr. Sliman added that the two entities are tied together by their 
boarders and share the same municipal court. Most residents in 
the township are on Canton City Water. This can help make the 
communities a force and help keep our youth here locally. He 
also thanked Mr. Giavasis for the time and effort put into this. 
He said they don’t always see eye to eye, but what Mr. Giavasis 
speaks is the truth and he is very forward thinking. He also 
thanked Eric and Jason fro putting the agreement together.  
Mr. Giavasis added that this is an agreement to agree. He 
thanked the other Trustees for their efforts and help with this. 
He explained this puts the past behind us and shows the entities 
can move forward together for the benefit of the residents. This 
is an attempt to help augment the budgets without taxing the 
residents. He thanked the City of Canton and their 
administration for their efforts on this agreement. He explained 
that this could involve residents if they want to, but they have to 
agree to join it first. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
  1. MEDA Agreement  
#14-178 Motion by Mr. Haws, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Plain 
Township Board of Trustees, Stark County, Ohio to agree to enter 
into the Mutual Economic Development Agreement (MEDA) 
between the City of Canton and the Plain Township Board of 
Trustees attached hereto. 
Seconded by Mr. Giavasis. 
Vote: Mr. Leno, yes; Mr. Giavasis, yes; Mr. Haws, yes. 

ADJOURNMENT: 
#14-179 Motion by Mr. Giavasis, 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Plain Township Board of 
Trustees, Stark County, Ohio to adjourn at 6:37 p.m. 
Seconded by Mr. Leno. 
Vote: Mr. Leno, yes; Mr. Giavasis, yes; Mr. Haws, yes. 

 
 
 
 
 
      Louis P. Giavasis     Albert P. Leno, II      Scott Haws 
        Trustee                        Trustee                              Trustee 
 
 
ATTEST:                                            
             Anthony J. Flex 

          Fiscal Officer  


